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wd share-out roceeds, among the members of t
¢§"::uhuul co—ogér(:\?\?:f when they were told their co-operativ
viare to be amalgamated into communes right awayy  Eanfusiony
@sternalion. sad wors must have regned
vviously ta such coadRions ¢ became - impossible
the “spoils,”” which they had eame as pevey before, 1
had been gt back-breaking toil sohdly, witheut intermission,
Cday and in woine cases much of the mght foo—not enly
ir own agrisultusal collective but on all ‘sorts of walw
vancy, Mrigstion., and other jobs which wers really t
woreibility of Government but which they had bern orderes
t#ido and for which they and thew wop?'m paid, °
1 The sudden and drastic absorption’of tumdreds of co
kratives and thousands of peasant hou i thew scw
adhlic social units or commupncs is a_typicsl example of the
thehnique of the Communit Party. Lbe j s,
saying, will take the cap: l:t voad if ey arg given balf §
Bance—and indeed whet happened during the sedden Liquidee
i of 15 cbopl' i Chekiang and when the free marke
emgloranily permitted in 1956 showed bow, right they ara
} the anl waoke;pﬂzepenﬂolthe ;plflﬂ_nb
tle hyp dlong the l:ri_alist toad at a breathless pace w0 cow
Y iog- with Gim 2ot enly his co-ouekstives bat
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""" Ewerything he bas sow goes ints the commune, even the
ds he expected to denve from the
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the comsequences will be all the wore for the technique of
retardation. But just now the Party is boss. ,
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" Chinese Peasanls in **Permanent Revolution”

7 8y Wyndham Newton ’

The Communist papers themselves admit that many of the

_ people and even of the Party are tired of the mass movements

and of the class war and dntinctions, sad proclaim they are
quite unsuitable for what the Merarchy call a Techmological and
Cultural Revolution.  Some ndicule the Party officials saymg,
a3 one of the oficaals put it, that “we depend on movements for
a hvimg, and calling us yum tung yuan. or spportunists who live
on such campeigms.” ¢ farmers themselves complamed that
the pressure put on them by the party cadres had caused them
e use up practically all available stocks of manure and fertiliser
snd that little had been left for the autumn crops though the
cadres were insisting on still larger records for these cropa

“Morrover, it it admitted, and even the subject of boasting
by the Party. that the work done depended almost whully on
hard labour m the fiddlds without benefit of the mechanisation
they had been promised. And everywhere there is scepticism
over the amazing elaim that the total crops ths year will be in
the region of 350 million tons. Even m the most gorgeows days
of the Golden ' est and the Canadian praines, crops were never
incrensed at mach a rate as China 1 now clamming.  Nevertheless
# 15 clear that there has really been an ummense leap forward,
and that even the disgruntied peasants will have reason to be
happy sbeut #——provided they do in fact get an honest reward
for ther labour and do not dixover all the frums gathered wp
in an impossibly large batket from which they cannot be taken
and distributed because they are no longer identihable.

Hut m any case the Party 1s bound to win the next round
for # = all powerful and 1 hustling the people 1o the telds
and the Wlks leadimg vo the Communist paradise st redoubled
speed. with plenty of armed watchdags i the shape of miliia
to kerp them m hne and demobilised veterans of the Korean
«nd avil wars to command both the mlitia and the co-operatives,
wow o becore the communes. The whole movement w w fact
m mmiitary bmew. with battle cries as the slogans.

What exactly i the difference hetween the farming
<o-operatives, which have passed through successive anmusl
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stages from the days when the first foundations were laid in the
so—called mutual aid teams? Fach of Lhe peaple’y communes
now established in the rural aress fo the mexging of a large
number of farm co-operstives, ranging fram several to scorem.
The communes are a development of the farm co-ops, not merely
their expansion. Farming co-ops are mamly collective economic
organitations of peasants to do farming, while communes are
basic umts of society marked by a wungle entity of workers,
peasants, traders, students and soldiers: a comprehensive
development of agriculture, forestry. animal husbandry, side
occupations, and fshery, and a co-ordination of political,
economic, cultural and military affairs. In addition to agricol-
ture, people’s communes are to develop industry, commerce and
education, train militismen, and exercise the functions of the
State power. '

In other words, the communes can not only produce
sbundant products and develop further the economsc and
cubtural work of the farming co-operative bul also bring about
great changes in the admmstrative system. In a people’s
commune, the hsiang (rural area) people’s council and the
commune administrative committee are combined into one with
the same machinery and the same forces: the hsiang head is the
commune director, the hsiang people’s congress u the congress
of commune members, and the hsiang people’s council is the
commune admitustrative committee.  Under this latter body are
set up depmrtments ‘or commitiest of agdcukure, water eonser-
vancy, forestry, animal husbandry, industry-communications.
finance-grain, commerce, culture-education, internal affaire
labour. armed defence planning and scientific research. The
explanation is as given o the Party organ, the Kung Jen Jih

Pac. . , .

" It i sated that as agricultural production develops.
aspecially ia the big leap forward nchieved since last wisker.
farm ca-ops were faced with more and more
dection which thay were usable to solve.’

tended, i calied for an all-rousd development of agricultuns.
fishery, forestry, animal husbandry. and sde eccupations.
order te march ahead in agricultursl production lest urgescy to
the need for developing local industries Like chemical fertdisers,
irom, sieel and farm produce processing to serve agncultaral
production. The demand sation and slectrification.
3 F : is the rwal areas, In
addition, the peasants demand improved housing condstions asd
development of medical, health, cultural and educational under-
takings. To meet all nch demands, there must be “mamive
labour power and technical force, and there nust be a lorge
amoumd of investment and large-scale division of labour and
co-ordisation. Small villagea & was argued, and the co-
dperatives are no louger able te meet the neads of development
" of production as Tegards mapower and material snd Roancial
yesoarees. amd sre laft far behiad the development of the
atustion. - The schivits demend the acceleration of socialist
construcusm. -1 - ce e R

. oo The afleged “vmﬁu of the cammunes, spnr\ from the

necessity of keeping the peasans movisg oa wcialin path
and o prevent them from retreating back 1o the od way, are
‘said 10 be mumereus. The smalgamation of APGs into com-
munes smbracing thousands of peaseat families provide more
population end more land, mese labour power. funda, and natural
resources.  They can thus undertake capital censtruction om a
large scale, adopt advanced sechniques, develop agricultwe and
- other pceupations sod st up mall and medium industrial enters

. prisss. - Their products o are more abundant and vared. At

the same time. condiions are acquired by the communes o
developing cultural, educational. medical and health under-
tab ing. to popularre and rame the people’s cultural and ~airufibe
kn wiedge and to improve the peasants’ poor housing conditifns.

The communes also mvalve a greater degree of callectiv)sa-
twa. and will help to et the women into the ficld as well asfihe
men and free them from household work by the creation] of
puiseries, tailoiing teams, pubhc  messhalls, etc,  theiphy
collectivising even the fanuly hfe. It will also be “no lorfger
necessary for members to cultivate private plots or to keep thew
own livestock and fruit trees’ —a poant of some wportancqd to
the ideclogists who hate even the smallest vestige of prijate
propenty,
able part of the means ol production stll contains factord of
owneisp by the people, even if hy groups mstead of | by
individaals.  Communes will alwo be able to eliminate
distinction  between town amd country, between wmndustry nd
agnculture and between mental labour and physical labour. t
to rase the "“Commumist ideology of the people and mpfove
their moral quahty (from the Party viewpoint) to a consider

degree.”
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They have always resented the fact that a consiger- '



